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FOREWORD 

Although,  as  everyone  knows,  Charlestonians  speak  perfect  Eng- 
lish, residents  of  many  other  sections  of  the  United  States  un- 
fortunately do  not.  Ironically,  these  sloppy  talkers  from  elsewhere 
complain  sometimes,  while  visiting  the  Holy  City,  that  they  can- 
not understand  the  pure  and  clear  accents  of  Charlestonians. 

To  remedy  this  deplorable  situation,  Ashley  Cooper,  columnist 
for  The  News  and  Courier,  started  publishing  certain  Charlestonese 
words  in  his  column.  A  number  of  readers  sent  Charlestonese 
contributions,  which  also  were  published. 

Now,  for  the  first  time  (fust  toyme),  Charlestonese  words  have 
been  compiled  into  a  Dictionary. 

Published  by  The  News  and  Courier,  the  "Dictionary  of  Charles- 
tonese" sells  for  25  cents  a  copy.  Additional  copies  may  be  ob- 
tained by  writing  the  newspaper,  134  Columbus  St.,  Charleston, 
S.C.  Profits  go  to  the  newspaper's  Good  Cheer  Fund,  for  Christ- 
mas presents  to  the  needy. 


—A— 

ABODE— Wooden  plank. 

A  BOOT— Approximately. 

AIN'T— Sister  of  one  of  your  parents. 

AIR^What  you  iiear  with,  i.e.,  "Friends,  Romans,  countrymen, 

lend  me  your  airs." 
ARGON— A  Pacific  Coast  state  just  north  of  California. 
ARM— I  am. 
ARMAGEDDON— I'm  gonna  get. 

BALKS— A  container,  such  as  a  match  balks. 

BALL— To  heat  a  liquid  until  it  bubbles. 

BARE— A  beverage  made  from  malt  and  hops, 

BARTER— Something  to  spread  on  bread. 

BECKON— Meat  from  a  pig,  often  eaten  with  a-igs  for  brake-fuss. 

BONE— Blessed  event,  i.e.,  "I  was  bone  a  Charlestonian."     (A 

VERY  blessed  event,  in  the  minds  of  all  Charlestonlans.) 
BOTTLE— A  military  engagement. 
BOW-AT— Something  you  sail  in,  off  the  Bottry. 
BOY— To  purchase. 
BRAID— What  you  make  toe-est  from,  to  go  along  with  beckon 

and  a-igs  for  brake-fuss. 
BUCKS— Something  the  Library  is  full  of. 
BULL— Nickname  for  William.    (Another  nickname:  Woolly.) 
BUM— An  instrument  of  destruction,  as  the  H-Bum. 
BUN— Consume  by  heat,  i.e.,  "When  you  make  toe-est,  don't  bun 

the  braid." 
BUS— Upper  part  of  the  human  body. 


— c— 

CALLER— Part  of  a  shirt  that  goes  around  the  neck. 

CANADA — Politician  running  for  public  office. 

CANE  CHEW— Aren't  you  able  to,  i.e.,  "Cane  chew  talk  like  a 

good  Charlestonian?" 
CAUGHT— A  Uttle  bed. 
CHAIR— A  shout  of  approval,  i.e.,  "Let  me  hair  you  chair  and 

hawler  for  The  Citadel." 
CHALK-LET— A  flavor. 
CHESS— A  strong  balks  (box). 
CHOLMONDELY— Pronounced  Chumley,  it's  the  brick  thing  on  a 

roof  that  lets  out  smoke. 
COAL— Ailment  that  causes  sniffles. 
COARSE— Certainly. 
COAT— Where   they   got  that  jedge   an'    all,   i.e.,    "Stannup   for 

hizzoner,  coat's  in  session." 
COINED — Humane,  i.e.,  "He  was  always  coined  to  animals." 
CONDUIT— Impossible  of  accomphshment. 
CUP— A    place    called    home    by    hens,    i.e.,    "Where's    Woolly? 

Woolly's  payntin'  the  hen  cup." 

— Z>— 

DEARTH— The  world  we  live  in. 

DES  MOINES— They  belong  to  me. 

DOLLAR— Less  sharp,  i.e.,  "My  knife  was  dollar  than  his-own." 

DRUG— Hauled. 

— F— 

FAINTS— A  barricade  of  wood  or  brick. 

FAMINE— Tilling  the  soil,  i.e.,  "I've  been  famine  all  my  life." 


FAN  ELLA — The  flavor  of  white  ice  cream. 

FARE— To  be  a-scairt,  i.e.,  "I  fare  it  may  rene,  snow  and  heeL" 

FEEL— An  open  space. 

FLOW— What  you  stand  on  in  a  house. 

FORKS— Bushy-tailed  animal  hunted  by  riders  in  red  coats. 

FRUSTRATE— Tops;  initial  ranking. 

— e— 

GARNER — A  man  who  tends  to  flower  beds. 

GATE— To  obtain. 

GAY- YET— Opening  in  a  fence. 

GO  IT— A  smelly  animal  which  eats  tin  cans. 

GRANITE— Conceded,  or  given,  i.e.,  "He  was  granite  a  pardon  by 

the  gouv-ner." 
GROAN— Increasing  in  size. 

HAIL— The  abode  of  integrationists,  some  damyankees  and  other 

evil  spirits. 
HAIR— At  this  place. 
HALO— A  greeting  similar  to   "how  do  you  do,"    (See  Higher) 

i.e.,   "Halo,  Woolly,  what  are  you  doing  hanging  around 

here?"  "Higher,  Rubber,  I'm  just  hanging  around  for  the 

hail  of  it." 
HARMONY— Cooked  grits. 
HAWSERS— Hay-eating  quadrupeds. 
HELL — An  elevation  lower  than  a  mountain. 
HEM— Meat  from  a  pig.  Not  to  be  confused,  though,  with  poke 

or  beckon. 
HEPCAT— Act  of  giving  assistance  to  a  feline. 


HERRING— The  auditory  function,  i.e.,  "Pappa's  hard  of  her- 
ring." 

HIGHER-See  Halo. 

HOMINY— What  number? 

HONE— Something  on  an  auto  that  you  blow. 

HOT— An  internal  organ  which,  in  every  red-blooded  Charleston- 
ian,  beats  quicker  when  the  band  strikes  up  "Dixie." 

— /— 

ICE  COOL— The  institution  of  learning  which  stands  midway 
between  grammar  school  and  college. 


JELL — Place  of  confinement  for  criminals.    Durance  viol. 
KIN— Something  usually  made  of  tin  that  food  is  packed  in. 

— L— 

LACK— Enjoy,  i.e.,  "I  lack  fried  chicken." 

LANE— Lying  down. 

LAWN— Not  short. 

LAYMAN— A  fruit  from  which  layman-ade  is  made,  i.e.,  "Is  that 
your  layman-ade?"  "No,  that's  pappa's-zone."  "Well,  poet 
back  in  the  pitcher,  'cause  Pappa's  now  drinking  bare." 

LEAN— A  little  road,  i.e.,  "Lovers'  Lean." 

LEASE— The  smallest. 

LOIN— Storying.    Not  letting  the  trut*. 


LORE— To  let  down. 

LOSS— To  mislay,  i.e.,  "He  loss  his  match  balks." 
LUCID— Leggo  it. 

LUCK— To  direct  one's  gaze,  i.e.,  "Luck  year,  Pappa,  what  Bub- 
ber  did  to  your  match  balks." 

— M— 

MARE— Hizzoner,  the  city's  chief  executive. 

MEAN — A  gathering  of  people,  as  a  committee  mean. 

MINE  EYES— Salad  dressing. 

MINUET— You  and  I  have  dined. 

MOW — An  additional  quantity. 

MUTTERED— A  yellow  condiment  that  goes  well  with  hot  dogs. 

—N— 

NEW    SAND    KOREA— Ashley    Cooper's    newspaper.    (See    Pay- 
upper.) 
NOISE — ^Pleasant,  i.e.,  "Noise  weather  we've  having." 

—O— 

OIL  AND— A  body  of  land  surrounded  by  water. 

— P— 

PACKING — Maneuvering  an  auto  to  the  curb. 
PAIN— A  writing  instrument  mightier  than  the  sword. 
PASSE— Father  has  spoken. 
PASTOR— Field  where  cows  graze. 
PAT— Portion,  but  not  all. 
PAUNCH— Blow  struck  with  the  fist. 


PAY-UPPER— What  sells  for  a  nee-y-cal  and  prints  news   and 

Lord  Ashley's  column. 
PIE  SUN— What  you  put  out  to  kill  roaches  that  they  usually 

thrive  on. 
PLAY  IT— Something  you  eat  grits  off  of. 
POACH— A  verandah. 
POET — To  transfer  a  liquid,  i.e.,  "Poet  from  the  pitcher  to  the 

glass." 
POKE— Hog  meat. 
POLICE — Term  of  polite  request.  A  person  desiring  to  maneuver 

a  car  to  the  curb  might  ask  a  pool-lease-man,  "Cain  I  police 

pack  hair?"  To  which  the  pool-lease-man  would  doubtless 

respond,  "No,  you  cain  not." 
POOL-LEASE-MAN— See  above. 
PRE-SHADE— Grateful  for,  i.e.,  "I  pre-shade  the  compliment." 

—R— 

RAH  CHAIR-Where  you  are  at. 

RUM— An  enclosed  space  within  a  building. 

—s— 

SANE— Speaking,  i.e.,  "I  cane  hardly  hair  what  he's  sane." 
SEND  WISHES— Items  of  food  made  with  bread,  handy  for  a 

picnic. 
SEX— One  less  than  seven,  two  less  than  eh-et,  three  less  than 

noine,  foe  less  than  tin. 
SHASTA— She  inquired  of  her. 
SHOT— Not  long. 
SHOUT— What  a  baseball  pitcher  accomplishes  when  he  prevents 


the  opponents  from  scoring. 
SNOW— To  breathe  loudly  and  heavily  while  sleeping. 
SYNDICATE— Located  within  a  gate,  i.e.,  "Where's  the  sword  at 

Henry  Gaud's  house?"    "Syndicate." 

—T— 

TARRED— Weary. 

TIN  SIN  STOW— The  foive  and  doyme. 

TOE — Preposition  meaning  toward,  i.e.,  "I  went  toe  the  Oil  of 

Pams." 
TOIL— Thin  slabs  of  baked  clay. 
TOLL^Past  tense  of  tell. 
TON— To  swerve.    To  ton  around. 
TONE— Ripped. 
TOY— Cravat. 

TOYED— Something  that  ebbs  and  flows  off  the  Bottry. 
TRAFFIC — Something  stupendous,  like  a  movie  that  is  beyond 

colossal  or  epic. 
TRUE— Hurled,  i.e.,  "He  true  the  ball." 
TUCK— Removed,  i.e.,  "He  tuck  Pappa's  nick-toy." 

—u— 

U.G.— A  family  name,  also  spelled  Huger. 

— F— 

VERSION— The  kind  of  Queen  that  Queen  Elizabeth  I  was. 

VERTIGO— What  happened  to  HIM? 

VOICE— A  squeezing  tool,  attached  to  a  workbench. 


WHEEL— The  sort  of  a  mammal  that  Moby  Dick  was. 
WRETCHED— The  long  name  for  the  nickname  "Dick." 

— F— 

YAWL— Mode  of  address  used  by  N'Yawkers  when  visiting  in  the 

South. 
YEAR^To  listen. 
YUK  COME— Someone  approaches,  i.e.,  "Yuk  com^  Romeo." 

~z— 

ZONE— Belonging  to  someone,  i.e.,   "That  nick-toy  is  Pappa's- 
zone." 


